PLAZA MIDWOOD SOCIAL DISTRICT
COMMUNITY MEETING REPORT

This Community Meeting Report is being filed with the City of Charlotte for the purposes of supporting the Plaza
Midwood Social District.

PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONTACTED:

A representative of the petitioner mailed a written notice of the date, time and location of the Community Meeting
to the individuals and organizations set out on Exhibit A attached hereto by depositing such notice in the U.S. mail
on or before May 22, 2023. A copy of the written notice is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

DATE, TIME AND LOCATION OF MEETING:

The Community Meeting was held on Thursday, June 1, 2023 from 6:00- 7:00 pm via Zoom Meeting from 6:00 pm until
7:00pm as a virtual meeting.

PERSONS IN ATTENDANCE AT MEETING (see attached Exhibit C: RSVP List):

The community meeting was well attended. There were 110 RSVPs and attendance during the meeting fluctuated around
50-75 people at a time, with a number of attendees only attending a portion of the meeting. We also accepted feedback
through email, phone and in person at numerous area community meetings. The petitioner has attended several Plaza
Midwood Neighborhood Association meetings, a Commonwealth Morningside Neighborhood Association meeting and has
corresponded with leaders of the Chantilly Neighborhood Association in addition to being a steady topic of discussion at
the Plaza Midwood Merchants Association meetings since the fall of 2021.

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

Russell Fergusson, Phil Gussman and Jason Michel represented the petitioner and presented the basic components of the
Social District proposal. The presentation is attached as Exhibit D.

The presentation explained what a social district is and covered the legal authority allowing the creation of social districts.
The presentation covered the proposed area for implementation of the Plaza Midwood Social District with details on the
boundaries of the district. The presentation explained the goals of the social district, including the activation of pedestrian
networks, preserving the business district and the benefits provided to community events. The presentation covered the
general plans for maintenance of the district and the efforts to implement a reusable cup program. During the discussion
many references were made to existing social districts that have been operational for more than a year in many locations
across North Carolina.

After the presentation, the meeting then shifted into a question and answer period, including an opportunity for comments.
It was clear that a vast majority of the attendees supported the implementation of a social district.

The majority of attendees expressed their support (vocally and in the comments received before and during the meeting):

- Highlighting the belief that it would make walking across the business district more enjoyable

- Several mentioned having enjoyed the on street dining on Thomas Ave. during the pandemic

- Many referred to the social district as an easy decision to support and asked why it was taking so long

- Many comments referenced a desire to help our small business district in the face of development pressure

- Many attendees indicated that this was long overdue and that it was clear that it was time to allow a legal way to do



what many have observed occurring already

Some attendees expressed concerns and objections were raised and these concerns were addressed as shown below:

- Traffic dangers in the neighborhood for pedestrians
o The agent explained that issues with pedestrians exceed the scope of this project and petitioner’s control
but encouraged attendees to get involved with the area neighborhood and business associations who
advocate for these matters. The businesses and PMNA have long worked with CDOT and city to improve
pedestrian safety and this is an ongoing effort. Petitioner also explained that pedestrians/customers are
already walking and crossing streets, many with cell phones in hand, and many on the way to and from
permitted establishments. In short, there are already adults legally consuming alcohol and that the ability
to have a beverage in hand while walking was not likely to materially change the pedestrian safety, but may
provide for awareness to help advance pedestrian safety efforts.
- The condition, existence and sufficiency of sidewalks and accessibility in public right of ways
o The agent explained that sidewalk infrastructure improvements are beyond the scope of this proposal, but
that it was included in the ongoing neighborhood and city efforts. It was also discussed that the sidewalks
are limited somewhat by the preservation of existing
- Trash and litter
o Issues regarding litter were addressed with the reusable cup program, which requires patrons to purchase a
cup and for that cup to have a return value intended to prevent waste. The petitioner currently runs clean-
up programs and has worked with the city to install additional trash receptacles recently.
- Parking availability
o Issues regarding parking availability were discussed with the petitioners explaining that the intent of the
social district is to incentivize residents in the area to consider walking into the district as opposed to
driving.
- Intoxicated persons on the street and/or a general increase in intoxicated persons
o Dozens of existing social districts across the state have not had these adverse outcomes. It was explained
that all NC ABC laws are still in effect and that a person can carry one beverage onto the sidewalk with
them in a prescribed container, within prescribed boundaries and that any alcohol not in the prescribed
containers will remain prohibited. The experience in active districts has not supported the likelihood of this
concern, but the situation will be monitored closely.
- That people currently drink in residential areas and that the social district may make this worse.
o Issues regarding congregating were explained with a review of the boundaries of the district and the
explanation that state law is still in full force and effect, making such activities illegal.

The concerns were addressed by the petitioner’s team in a discussion that continued beyond the scheduled meeting time.
Throughout this discussion it became clear that many of these issues are current issues that exist now without a social
district, including infrastructure, pedestrian safety, intoxicated patrons, litter, and parking issues. The petitioner
representatives explained the precautions being taken that the intention is to continue to monitor, review and revise the rules
as needed to address issues that may arise. Several attendees shared personal experiences they have had in the many existing
social districts in other cities. The petitioner explained that these existing districts have been successfully implemented
without significant issues. The petitioner explained that it is organizing a management committee including neighborhood
organization representatives to review issues, address implementation and operational concerns on an ongoing basis. Several
attendees that expressed concerns shared that they felt comfortable with the plans after having heard more details and
learning that the neighborhood leaders had already been involved, that dozens of social districts are active across the state
and that there would be ongoing review of the social district. The explanation that the area organizations would have a role
in evaluation, improvement and if necessary termination of the social district was a major factor in this support.



The overwhelming amount of community member feedback response was positive towards the establishment of a social
district. Many reasons were provided in support. Most of the concerns were reduced and eliminated with further information.

Petitioner’s agent offered to have follow-up meetings with the attendees and other interested neighbors upon request.
Respectfully submitted, this 25™ day of August, 2023
By Russell Fergusson, Petitioner’s Agent

cc:  Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department
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NOTICE MAILING LIST
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EXHIBIT B:

Copry OF NOTICE



NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES COMMUNITY MEETING FOR
THE PLAZA MIDWOOD SOCIAL DISTRICT

Subject: Community Meeting — Social District Petition to request that the City of Charlotte a “Social
District” to allow the limited consumption of alcohol outside of the permitted establishments in the Plaza
Midwood area, including the commercial areas on Central Avenue from approximately Two Scoops to
Morningside Drive, including the core business district and down Pecan Avenue to Villanis Bakery. The
purpose of the implementation of the Social District is to activate the pedestrian network in the area,
support our local businesses and allow more efficient use of the public commons in the neighborhood for
activities and events.

Date and Time of Meeting: Thursday, June 1, 2023 from 6:00- 7:00 pm via Zoom Meeting
Place of Meeting: Please RSVP to socialdistrict@plazamidwood.com and include “Social District

Community Meeting” in the subject line. Prior to the meeting, you will receive a return email with the
link to meeting and login instructions.

Dear Neighbors and Community Leaders:

The Plaza Midwood Merchants Association is requesting that the City of Charlotte authorize a Social
District in our neighborhood. Social districts are areas where people can walk with open, to-go
containers of alcoholic beverages in a contiguous area. A social district may include both indoor and
outdoor areas of businesses within the defined district during the days and hours established for the
social district. Social districts were authorized by state law, see NC Gen Stat. § 18B-300.1 may be
created, designated, and managed within the City of Charlotte with the adoption of Article XV in
Chapter 15 of the City of Charlotte Code of Ordinances.

In accordance with the requirements of the City of Charlotte we are holding a Community Meeting
prior to the Public Hearing to discuss this rezoning proposal and schedule with nearby property owners
and organizations. You are either a representative of a registered neighborhood organization or an
owner of property that is near the proposed Social District. We give you notice that representatives of
the Petitioner will hold a Community Meeting regarding this Rezoning Petition via Zoom on
Thursday, June 1, from 6:00-7:00pm. We look forward to sharing our plans with the community and
working together to implement the Plaza Midwood Social District. Please RSVP via email with
“Community Meeting” in the subject line and I will send a digital link to access the zoom
meeting.

If you cannot attend the meeting at this time, but are interesting in the petition, please contact me directly.
In the meantime, should you have any questions or comments about this matter, please contact me.

Yours Truly,

Plaza Midwood Merchants Asscoiation

Copy to: Council Member Dante Anderson Date Mailed: on or before 5/22/2023


mailto:socialdistrict@plazamidwood.com

EXHIBITC

PLAZA MIDWOOD SOCIAL
DISTRICT

COMMUNITY MEETING RSVP LIST
(VIRTUAL)



FIRST NAME
JOHN

DAVID
SHARON
KAREN
ALLEN

ROB

SARA
RODD
BETHANY
MATHEW
LUCINDA
JOHN
STEPHEN
SUSAN
KYLE
MICKI
DEBBY
KURT
SHELDON
JULIA
CAROLINE
MICHAEL
TAYLOR
SALLY

JD

JOHN
ALESSANDRA
CRAIG
TIMOTHY
JAMES
JOHN
KATHY
STEPHANIE
MONICA
JP

HELEN
STEVEN
RACHEL
RON
JOELLE
MATTHEW
KEVIN
AYMIE
YEAMA
AUSTIN
DANIELLE
ANDREW
ALl

LAST NAME
MILLER
RITCHIE
SIMMONS
CRANE
NELSON
BRENAN

KARASZKIEWICZ

WORKMAN
GOOCH
DEMETRIADES
LUCAS
CREHORE
FORD
MURRAY
MITCHELL
MCDONOUGH
MILLHOUSE
KNAAK

MAYE

NAPIER ALDRICH

SANSOTTA
KONEN
MILLER
BREWSTER
BARNES
PINTO

DE MARTINO

NURSE
SCHROLL
Wu

DONNER
SCHANK
RASMUSSEN
DELANEY
YANTUS
HARRIOTT
COLEY
DEMINO
KRAUS
HEDRICK
MCCARTHY
CASTNER
ARRINGTON
HAYES
HOSTETLER
LEICESTER
BAHMANYER

EMAIL
john.miller@millerlaw-nc.com
dave.ritchie68@gmail.com
sharonrbsimmons@gmail.com
karen@proffittdixon.com
allen.r.nelson@gmail.com
rbrenan@gmail.com
akemble11@gmail.com
sarakarasnc@gmail.com
workman.rodd@gmail.com
b.gooch@carolina.rr.com
mathesond2002@yahoo.com
me@lucindalucas.com
john@sisincnc.com
sford@sofi.org
murraysusanh@gmail.com
doc.mitchell@gmail.com
mickimecd@gmail.com
debby@ceoinc.com
kurtknaak@gmail.com
sheldon.maye@gmail.com
Julia.Aldrich@troutman.com
carosansotta@gmail.com
michael.konen@gmail.com
taylor.miller@topcoder.com

sallybrewster@parkroadbooks.com

jdbarnes.555@gmail.com
johnepinto@gmail.com
ale.demartino@icloud.com
planetcadillac@gmail.com
nurse.timothy@gmail.com
jrschroll@gmail.com
johnwuy@gmail.com
kjdonner32@gmail.com
stephanie.schank@gmail.com
monica.l.rasmussen@gmail.com
jd65510@gmail.com
hyantus@hotmail.com
steven.harriott@gmail.com
rachel.h.coley@gmail.com
ridemino@gmail.com
joellekraus1@gmail.com
matthewhedrick9@gmail.com
mccarthyk82@gmail.com
aymie23@yahoo.com
yeamaarrington@gmail.com
austinhayes44@gmail.com
danielle.hostetler@gmail.com
andrewleicester2@gmail.com
ali@unitedcarolinas.com



FIRST NAME
BRIAN
KEVIN
JONATHAN
MIKE

BEN

AMY
STEHANIE
BETH
JONATHAN
VICTORIA
COURTNEY
DAVID
WILLIAM
ANDREW
MATTHEW
MICHELE
DANIELLE
CINDY
TED

MIKE
NICHOLAS
KIMBERLY
RYAN
DEBBIE
PATRICK
DOUG
MARTHA
SARAH
ELIZABETH
MATTHEW
MADISON
MORGAN
TIMOTHY
KATIE

J

MELISSA
RYAN
WENDY
ALEX
ALEX

ZAC
CHRIS

J

LORI
SARAH
ALICE

TEJ

BABAK
KRISTI

LAST NAME
FOCHT
BROWN
PERSSON
CASTELLUCCI
HINCHEY
ELLIOTT

WUJCIK GRIFFIN

BROWN
BOONE
DOAN
CAMP
ISAACS
LOWMAN
DAVIS
COLE
HAGAN

KLEINRICHERT

JEAN
MACUCH
POLICH
MILLER
BEAL

RICH
JOHNSON
ANGELO
GRAVELY
CONNERTON
GEORGE
PISTOLESI
MASLINK
ROLLINS
BEGGS
MARCINIAK
YATES

S

A

PFISTER
TONETTI
WERNER
WERNER
MCMILLIAN
MULLIS

MM
JANUARY
YODER
ECKENRODE
AMIN
EMADI
ROBERTSON

EMAIL

bcfocht@gmail.com
kbrown150@gmail.com
perssonjonn@gmail.com
mikecast244@gmail.com
bhinchey@gmail.com
amykatclt@outlook.com
stephanie.w.griffin@gmail.com
beth_borchelt@hotmail.com
ncjonboone@gmail.com
vplunkey@gmail.com
courtney_camp@bellsouth.net
disaacs@carolina.rr.com
william.h.lowman@gmail.com
anddavis@icloud.com
matthewcole0809@gmail.com
haganmichele@aol.com
dkleinrichert@gmail.com
cndyjean@gmail.com
ted.macuch@homevestors.com
mpolich@gmail.com
nicholas.miller87 @gmail.com
kbealunc@hotmail.com
ryangrich@gmail.com
djohnson147@gmail.com
angelopa12@gmail.com
doug.gravely@yahoo.com
marthacon2@aol.com
sarahg6660@gmail.com
ezpistol@aol.com
mmaslink2@gmail.com
madison.rollins@hrpliving.com
morgan.a.beggs@gmail.com
timothy.marciniak@gmail.com

katieyates942hawthorne@gmail.com

cbj3212@gmail.com
malbergotti@gmail.com
ryan@ryanpfister.com
wenthomtonetti@gmail.com
Alex.L.Werner@wellsfargo.com
Alex.Werner@att.net
zsmcmillian@gmail.com
chris@hawthornespizza.com
jmcmar0216@gmail.com
ljanuary70@gmail.com
saymay2001@yahoo.com
alice.eckenrode@gmail.com
Tej_Amin@hotmail.com

bemadi@providencecommercial.com

karobertson2699@gmail.com



FIRST NAME
JEFF

MATT
ANDERSON
EVANS
RACHEL
YAZAN
CHRISTOPHER
ELLIE

BRIAN

ALLIE
LAUREN

LAST NAME
ABSHER
PICKETT
BUCKLES
FLORIDAS
FRAZIER
HUMAIDEH
KING

HALL
BIXBY
REITER
CALDWELL

EMAIL
jeff.absher0618@gmail.com
ashevillefrog@gmail.com
buckles.anderson@gmail.com
evans@marionproperties.org
rachbfraz@gmail.com
Sipcitycharlotte@outlook.com
Christopher.Kingé@duke-energy.com
elliejeffershall@gmail.com
bbixby22@vt.edu
Allie.Reiter@fticonsulting.com
laurenhelena2@gmail.com



EXHIBIT D:

COMMUNITY MEETING PRESENTATION



Community Meeting
For
Plaza Midwood
Social District

June 1, 2023
What — Where — Why — Details — Dates

Russell Fergusson - Plaza Midwood Merchants Board

Jason i Merchants Associati

Phillip Gussman - Plaza Midwood Merchants Board

8/24/2023

What is a Social District?

* Authorized by state law, see NC Gen Stat. § 18B-300.1 social
districts may be designated within the City of Charlotte with the
adoption of Article XV in Chapter 15 of the City of Charlotte
Code of Ordinances. This designation allows Charlotte to
designate “social districts” wherein patrons can take open
alcoholic beverages off-premises in a designated public area—
sort of like a food hall common area permit (North End) but also
on public streets/sidewalks. . . subject to certain limitations.

What is a Social District?

* All other laws and regulations regarding alcohol remain in place.

* Only ABC permitted establishments can sell alcohol for consumption
* No BYOB or containers from outside the district
+ Limitations on the volume, quantity and specific container
* ABC Permitted establishments decide whether they will sell take out beverages to
patrons
. gnpermined businesses decide whether they wish to allow customers to enter with a
everage

« Social Districts have been successfully implemented in many cities across North Carolina
(Raleigh, Durham, Greensboro...Greenville, Kannapolis...Stanly Co. and many more). Many
now active for over a year do not indicate increase in negative associated impacts. Reports
of positive community benefits and happy business owners have been predominant.

* Social District - a defined area in which a person may
consume alcoholic beverages sold by a permittee. A
social district may include both indoor and outdoor areas
of businesses within or contiguous to the defined area
during the days and hours established for the social
district pursuant to section 15-314. A social district may
include privately owned property, including permittees
and non-permittee businesses, and multi-tenant
establishments, and public streets, crosswalks, or parking
areas whether or not the streets or parking areas are
closed to vehicle traffic.

Permittees - businesses that hold an ABC permit for retail
sale of alcohol

* Non-permitees - businesses that do not hold ABC
permits




8/24/2023

Code Excerpt from CLT Sec. 15-317. - Responsibilities of non-

permittee businesses in social districts.

* Any non-permittee business that is part of a social district
and allows customers to bring alcoholic beverages onto its
premises is not responsible for enforcement of G.S. ch. 18B
but must comply with the following requirements:

+ (1)Clearly post signage at any exits that do not open to

p e r m itte e the social district indicating that alcoholic beverages

may not be taken past that point.

H (2)Post the uniform signage provided to the non-
b u S | n e S S e S permittee business indicating that customers may
bring alcoholic beverages onto the premises of the
non-permittee business during the days and hours
that the social district is active.

(3)Allow law enforcement officers access to the areas

of the premises accessible by customers during the Plaza Midwood Social * Central Ave,, from Two Scoops to Morningside, the core business
days and hours that the social district is active. . R district and a Chantilly alcove to include commercial areas on
District Map Pecan Ave.

+ final map will determined by the City of Charlotte and may be
reduced or modified from this version
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8/24/2023

Plaza Midwood Social District Goals

* Activating the pedestrian network

« Connecting area neighborhoods to business district and
business to business

* Preserving our business district
* Inclusive not exclusive, more businesses benefit and
prevents concentration

* Facilitate community-scale events

* Support local non-brick-and-mortar artisans in creative
and vibrant ways without the limitations and expenses
created by current requirements

» Symbiotic benefit to entire community

« Walkable local food, beverage and retail improve
quality of residential life

I Notable Details

+ The City of Charlotte approved of social districts in 2022 and finally provided a process
for implementation earlier this year.

* Requires a maintenance plan for governance of the social district

* Signage on all borders. Similar to current premises demarcation signs...no alcohol
past this point.

« Containers will have abc permitee name and a few other statements required by
law for seller accountability.

« The social district permit is at the discretion of the municipality and may be
revoked by the City of Charlotte or amended at the district level.

I Maintenance of the district

In the coming weeks we will be working with city staff to refine the rules and regulations of our district. We will revisit these
district level rules on a regular basis as we monitor and review. Areas that will be defined:

Responsible Management Parties (PMM with neighborhood representation)

District boundaries (no intention to increase area, but may reduce based on interests and community)

Permitted ABC establishments

Non-ABC businesses that have opted-in

Businesses that have opted-out

Operational details (effective days, times [probably 10:00 am to 1:00am], etc.)

District logo and beverage container requirements

Sanitation and maintenance plan* (recently doubled our area trash cans)

Financing plan

Insurance and indemnification (Permittees will be required to have liability insurance)

11

12




8/24/2023

Reusable Containers

« Initial community feedback led us to
collaborate with the Innovation Barn to
develop a reusable cup program. We hope
this will set a standard city-wide.

* The first sustainable social district in NC.
Stainless steel!

Cups purchased for $3-5

* Keep your cup, bring your cup, return
your cup

Stainless steel can be cleaned, reused,
and recycled dozens of times more than
aluminum and using less energy

Marketing efforts to generate value in the

Next Steps

City Council Public hearing, earliest date of June
26, but we anticipate late July public hearing

Subsequent City Council Vote on adoption of the

Plaza Midwood Social District

Implementation anticipated approximately 30 days

after approval.
Targeting a fall opening of the district

13

IS We welcome your questions. Please enter questions into the chat. Thank
Thank you for joining you for joining us and we look forward to working with you going forward.
us at th is commun |t\/ I::;ga" that you rsvp’d to will remain operational as the main point of
meeting socialdistrict@plazamidwood.com

PLAZA MIDW@D

15
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